Music development plan summary: Violet Information
Way Academy Overview Detail

Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2026
Date this summary was published June 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed June 2026
Name of the school music lead Gareth Hancox
Name of school leadership team member with Gareth Hancox
responsibility for music (if different)

Name of local music hub Staffordshire
Name of other music education organisation(s) Rockilt

(if partnership in place) Entrust

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

As a School we use Rocklt (https://rockitmusicprojects.org.uk/) to help us support the
teaching, (Appendix A shows the development throughout the school). We also work
with Entrust to teach 1:1 and small group instrument lessons (saxophone). We use
Rock Steady for small group music sessions (drums, keyboard, guitar, bass guitar) and
termly concerts.

Our scheme of work fulfils the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum
(2014). The National Curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils:

e use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking
chants and rhymes

e play tuned and untuned instruments musically

¢ listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and
recorded music

e experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related
dimensions of music.

Music at Ankermoor Academy has been designed as a spiral curriculum with the
following key principles in mind:

* Cyclical: Pupils return to the same skills and knowledge again and again during their
time in school.

* Increasing depth: Each time a skill or area of knowledge is revisited it, is covered with
greater depth.

* Prior knowledge: Upon returning to a skill, prior knowledge is utilised so pupils can
build upon previous foundations, rather than starting again. Our curriculum introduces
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children to music from all around the world and across generations, thereby helping
them to develop an understanding of the history and cultural context of the music that
they listen to and teaching them to respect and appreciate the music of all traditions
and communities. Pupils are taught musical notation and how to compose music.
Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the
curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added
complexity of an instrument.

At Ankermoor Primary Academy, through music, our curriculum helps children develop
transferable skills such as team-working, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving,
decision-making, and presentation and performance skills. These skills are vital to
children’s development as learners and have a wider application in their general lives
outside and beyond school. Implementation — In accordance with the National
Curriculum, we ensure that coverage of knowledge and skills is developed sequentially
throughout the school.

Lessons are scheduled and conducted throughout a day in school (Wednesday) for 45
minutes (approx.) through Rocklt. We also then encourage different musical genres to
be used during assemblies and focus learning time, e.g. blues, classical, hip hop and
rock etc. We have introduced ‘Listen whist you lunch’ — for children to be exposed to a
range of music genres and information on the genre displayed on the projector during
the time the children are in the hall eating. There are also after school opportunities, as
well as productions/assemblies, for all children throughout the year.

We take a holistic approach to music, in which the individual strands below are woven
together to create engaging and enriching learning experiences:

*Performing
* Listening
+ Composing

During music lessons, children are given opportunities to learn music-specific
vocabulary in a meaningful context. The elements of music are taught in classroom
lessons so that children are able to use the language of music to discuss it, and
understand how it is made, played, appreciated and analysed. They will learn to
recognise and name the interrelated dimensions of music - pitch, duration, tempo,
timbre, structure, texture and dynamics - and use these expressively in their own
improvisations and compositions. The children are given opportunities to apply their
skills and given a chance for collaboration through composition.

Music in EYFS - We teach music in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic
work covered during the year and as part of the specific area, Expressive Arts: Being
Imaginative, identified in the Foundation Stage Framework (2014).

Adaptation - We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in
all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching




the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways
by:
+ Setting open-ended tasks which could have a variety of responses;

+ Setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);

* Grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability
group;

* Providing resources depending on the ability of the child;

* Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children
SEND - We will strive to remove barriers to learning for pupils with SEND.

Adopting a positive and proactive approach will ensure that children with SEND are
able to express themselves and take an active part in lessons. Explicit instructions and
scaffolding will enable all pupils to achieve and succeed in music.

Assessment - On-going Assessment for Learning (AfL) practices within class and
group sessions, including the sharing of and reference being made to Learning
Objective and Success Criteria and self and peer assessments of understanding,
outcomes and progress.

Teachers collaborate with the music teacher to ensure they know the progress of each
child and assessment points to reflect on Assessment Notebook.

Children who are showing a greater depth of understanding, are also pushed further
and signposted to external musical programmes.

Assessments are used diagnostically by teachers to evaluate learning and to inform
teaching. Teachers and senior leaders within the Accountability Process to evaluate
individual and groups of children’s standards and achievements and provision and to
inform future provision and school development. At the end of the year, the teacher
makes a summary judgement about the musical skills and development of each pupil
in relation to the National Curriculum or Foundation Stage Framework which is
recorded in the end-of-year report.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

As well as the specialised whole school teaching we receive from Rockit, we also
embrace music throughout the pupils’ experiences at Ankermoor Primary Academy.

We use Rock Steady for and termly concerts.




Entrust support small group sessions with saxophone lessons, that parents can opt in
for, this can be fully funded or supported where needed. There is also the opportunity
for children to take part in small group music sessions (drums, keyboard, guitar, bass
guitar) through Rock Steady, who also enable children to perform in concerts.

Twice a year children take part music days through Rockit, where they learn about the
history and experience different types of drumming.

All children take part in a weekly singing assembly.

All children have the opportunity to take part in assemblies, performances throughout
the year, where children are able to build on prior learning and skills.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

In addition to a planned curriculum time for music, children also have additional
musical experiences through assemblies, performances, experiences, visiting
specialist and trips.

Opportunities are used for musical experiences through a range of activities in other
subjects to enable children to apply and use music in real life and academic contexts.

Music is incorporated into a variety of activities and events within school, such as
weekly assemblies, singing assemblies, classroom routines, special celebrations,
music celebration assemblies and lunch time ‘listen whilst you lunch’. The overall
provision is diverse, valuing all musical styles, genres and traditions. Parents and
carers actively support music making, through support at events and through home
learning.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

e Pupil Premium - update the register of Pupil Premium children engaged in extra-
curricular music activities; continue to push and track pupils taking up music
offer, review budget and ensure equality of provision for children who cannot
afford to access paid-for provision.

¢ Links with external music organisations and local high schools — to support
recruitment of children for instrumental and after school activities, alongside
inspiring future musicians and the opportunity to see a live concert.




e Performance opportunities — broaden the range of performance opportunities for
children in school and beyond for parents to attend and advertise local
singing/choir/performance groups.

e Additional funding — school will proactively try to find additional funding for music
(e.g. PTA; local charities; fundraising in school from performances etc.).

Appendix A
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Rock. U Ml!lsic Projects U:d aJreadly cove:r each andevery topic i.n Ille Matimla] Cnrricnll!lm fo:r Musi.c
(see musi.c slill..s progressi.on)

As a by-product of Rock ]t l.essons on a range ofinstruments from arol!Ind the world schools Jiave
[eady-made bands and dmi:rs., available and prepared to perfornt at outs.ide and comn unity
fimctions. These indl!lde: KeyboardOrchestrn Uku]el.eGroup, Djembe BandandStee] baJ1d.

In 2024-25, ow:rk.ey stage 1 and2 srude:nts w:ill el 1j:oymusi.c lessons ,villi a member ofthe Rock. U
team. Should Ile Jessons last Jess l:ian one nou:r, the class teacher wiU Jiaise with the music
specialist in deliveriing supp]ementary- dassroom-balred 1.essm1s, fOCl!lsing on Jiistory, listening and
theory/notation.

* Rock U Les.sons lake place aoross a wid range ofinstrnments duriing Ile academic year. These
indude keyboard drum kit glockenspi.el steel drun ukulele as standa:rd ,vith opti.ons for exlra
sessions on tongl!le drums and Afocan dj.emlbe.

+ Singing isam integra] part ofdassroom-ba!redmusic.. Ot.ildren w:ill sing iD ever_117 less.on delivered by
om visitimg music specialist.

* Asaresult of dass si.ngi.ng and tlirol!lgh coord.iinated efforts i.mterms of repertoi.re the sdlool will
develop a choir capab]e of performiing at special events aJ1d el1di.ng termly coJlcerls with a mass
clioi.ritem.

+  AJl after-school musi.c dl!lib will offer unique musica] experi.ellces to Ol'l!r children. The range of
iDstrnme:nts w:ill stiU be varied and wide !rut stude:nts w:ill have Ile opportunity to specialise and
further their studies on an imtrument of l:iei.r choice.

* During the next academi.c year. sman group instrnme:ntal l.essons will be offered to students in
key stages 1 a-nd 2. Initial.]y, these lessons wiU be offered on rhythm section instrumenls
keyboard ipiano guitar drums), but with a view to revimving llie success of tlie initiative and offering
ol'her instrnmenls at a later date fiute. Clarinet).

|nslruments may ilJe ‘laken home to faciliitate practise.. Childrell recmvmg smaU group
iDstrnmel 1tal lessons will a]so be allowed practise time i.JI scnool aJld break and lunch times..
There is an instrume1 1t loan scheme in place for chi]dren taking part in small group music tl!l.iition
iinsomeca iinslrumenls ar pmvided and noextra.cost).

* Concerts wiU tak.e place in schoo] at Ile end of every term.Theselvill be Jed by RMP Ltd slaff and
n ay tak.e various forms from a fom a] oO'llcert to parents, to impromptu performances on steel
drums at the school gates. Performance opportnniities wiH be embraced and tmcouraged at every
opportl!lnify includi.ng those i.JIthe,vider community aJ1d fur ce]ebrations l:irougnout the year.




Rock It Music Projects Ltd offer a live' music experience entirely free of charge. This takes the
form of an interactive assembly. Children will benefit from seeing and hearing professional
musicians demonstrating their skills and encouraging audience participation. This will happen
each and every academic year.

At the end of the academic year, children will have the opportunity to take an externally assessed
ensemble examination. This will be administered by MUSXCEL UCS. An examiner will visit
school and assess the musical performance of the children across a range of six levels, ranging
form Step 1 to Lewvel 4. These levels are based on standards published in the National
Qualification Framework, with all children receiving an individual certificate to celebrate and
recognise their achievement.

MUSICAL EXPERIENCES

The school steel band and choir will endeavour to take part in local carnivals and celebration
events throughout the year. We also offer our band and choir to local care homes and societies,
and are happy to collaborate with other groups in performing together.

In partnership with Rock It Music, we will be holding a celebration festival day in summer 2025,
We will have four performing arts areas around our field. Students from our school, along with
those from other local schools, will take part in music and dance workshops.



