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Religious Festivals/Days 
	Autumn 1

	Autumn 2

	Spring 1

	Spring 2

	Summer 1

	Summer 2


	
	September to October


















Judaism: Yom Kippur Jewish Day of Atonement to seek forgiveness
	November to December

Christian: Christmas (Good Friday, Easter Sunday) – Incarnation

Hinduism / Sikhism: Diwali Festival of light

	January to February


Christian: Shrove Tuesday/Ash Wednesday – start of lent
	March to April


Christian: Easter (Good Friday, Easter Sunday) – Resurrection 


Hinduism: Holi Festival of colour that welcomes spring

Islam: Eid- Ul-Fitr -last day of Ramadan (dates vary each year) Fasting, introspection and prayer

Judaism: Passover (dates vary each year) 
	May to June
	June to July












Islam: Eid al Adha (dates vary each year)
Obedience to Allah

	British Values,
Customs,
Traditions
	31st October – Halloween

Harvest Festival 
	5th November – Bonfire Night 

11th November – Armistice Day 
	3rd Sunday in January- World Religion Day 

14th February – Valentine’s Day

	Mother’s Day

23rd April – St George’s Day
	1st May – May Day 

8th May – VE Day 
	6th June – D Day

Father’s Day


	
National curriculum focus Programme of study

	Reception
Overview of 4 focus religions
Judaism
Christianity
Hinduism
Islam
	Theme:
Special people

Key question
What makes people special?

Religions:
Christianity




	Theme:
Christmas 

Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
What is Christmas?

Religion:
Christianity 
	Theme:
Celebrations 

Key Question:
How do people celebrate?

Religion:
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hi 


Making Links: Celebrations across the religions 
	Theme:
Easter 

Concept:
Salvation
Key Question:
What is Easter?
Religion:
Christianity 


	Theme:
Stories 

Key Question:
What can we learn from stories?

Religion:
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism 

Making Links: Holy books of religions – Bible, Torah, Qur’an, Tripitaka, Guru Granth Sahib etc.   
	Theme:
Places 

Key Question:
What makes places special?

Religion:
Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism 

Making Links: 
Christian Churches, Jewish Synagogues, Hindu Mandirs, Sikh Gurdwaras, Buddhist Temples, Muslim Mosques

	Year 1 
	Theme:Y1
Creation Story

Concept:
God/Creation
Key Question:
Does God want Christians to look after the world?

Religion:
Christianity



Making Links: 
Creation stories from other religions – compare and contrast
	Theme: Y1
Christmas 
Concept:
Incarnation
Key Question:
What gifts might Christians in my town have given Jesus if he had been born here rather than in Bethlehem?
Religion:
Christianity

Making Links: Theme of respect through gifts / offerings / sacrifices across religions.
	Theme:Y1
Passover 
Key Question:
How important is it for Jewish people to do what God asks them to do?
Religion:
Judaism






Making Links: Other religions following the teachings/instructions of their deity/deities. 

	Theme:Y1
Easter-Palm Sunday

Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
Why was Jesus welcomed like a king or celebrity by the crowds on Palm Sunday?
Religion: 
Christianity


	Theme: Y1 
Shabbat

Key Question:
Is Shabbat important to Jewish children?

Religion:
Judaism





Making Links: Sabbath observed on a Sunday by Christians - an interpretational difference of the 7th day 
	Theme: Y1
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

Key Question:
Are Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur important to Jewish children?

Religion:
Judaism


	
Year 2 
	Theme: Y2
What did Jesus teach?

Key Question: 
Is it possible to be kind to everyone all of the time?

Religion:
Christianity



Making Links: Hinduism and Buddhism – belief in dharma (duty/always doing the right thing)  
	Theme: Y2
Christmas – Jesus as gift from God
Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
Why do Christians believe God gave Jesus to the world?

Religion:
Christianity

Making Links: Incarnation and Hinduism – belief in Avatars  
	Theme: Y2
Prayer at home
Concept:
Islam
Key Question:
Does praying regular intervals help a Muslim in their everyday life? 

Religion:
Islam


Making Links: Hinduism, Judaism – worship in the home
	 Theme: Y2
Easter- Resurrection
Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
How important Is it to Christians that Jesus came back to life after his crucifixion?

Religion:
Christianity

Making Links: Reincarnation in Hinduism and Day of Judgement in Islam

	Theme: Y2
Community and Belonging
Key Question: 
Does going to a Mosque give Muslims a sense of belonging?
Religion:
 Islam




Making Links:
Christian Churches, Jewish Synagogues, Hindu Mandirs, Sikh Gurdwaras, Buddhist Temples, Muslim Mosques
	Theme: Y2
Hajj
Key Question: 
Does completing the Hajj make a person a better Muslim?
Religion:
Islam




Making Links: Pilgrimage across other religions  -Hindus to the Ganges, Christians to sites such as Rome, Jews to Jerusalem etc.

	
Year 3 and 4
Year 4(2022)
	Theme:Y3
Divali

Key Question:
Would celebrating Divali at home and in the community bring a feeling of belonging to a Hindu child?

Religion:
Hinduism

Making Links: Does marking Passover give a similar feeling of belonging to a Jewish child? Celebrating Christmas to a Christian child etc?  

	 Theme: Y3
Christmas 

Concept:
Incarnation
Key Question:
Has Christmas lost its true meaning? 

Religion:
Christianity



	Theme: Y3
Jesus’ Miracles

Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
Could Jesus heal people? Were these miracles or is there some other explanation?
Religion:
Christianity

Making Links: Incarnation and Hinduism – belief in Avatars  
	 Theme:Y3
Easter - Forgiveness

Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
What is ‘good’ about Good Friday?

Religion:
Christianity


Making Links: Forgiveness in other religions – Hinduism linked to karma, forgiveness in the Qur’an


	Theme: Y3
Hindu Beliefs

Key Question:
How can Brahman be everywhere and in everything?

Religion:
Hinduism

Making Links: Explore omnipresence in Christianity, Judaism, Islam etc.. 




	Theme:Y3
Pilgrimage to the River Ganges

Key Question:
Would visiting the River Ganges feel special to a non-Hindu?

Religion:
Hinduism

Making Links: Pilgrimage across other religions ( Hindus to the Ganges, Christians to sites such as Rome, Jews to Jerusalem etc.)    

	
Year 4


	Theme: Y4
Beliefs and Practices

Key Question:
How special is the relationship Jews have with God?

Religion:
Judaism 

	 Theme: Y4
Christmas 
Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
What is the most significant part of the nativity story for Christians today?

Religion:
Christianity
Making Links: Incarnation and Hinduism – belief in Avatars  
	 Theme: Y4
Passover 

Key Question:
How important is it for Jewish people to do what God asks them to do?

Religion:
Judaism


Making Links: Passover taught in Year 1 Spring 1 - explore prior knowledge 

	 Theme: Y4
Easter 

Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
Is forgiveness always possible for Christians?

Religion:
Christianity

Making Links: Y3 Spring 2 learning on Good Friday and Jesus’ example of forgiveness. 

 Forgiveness in other religions – Hinduism linked to karma, forgiveness in the Qur’an etc.

	Theme: Y4
Rites of Passage and good works

Key Question:
What is the best way for a Jew to show commitment to God?
Religion:
Judaism 


Making Links: Year 1 learning on Shabbat 
	Theme: Y4
Prayer and Worship

Key Question:
Do people need to go to church to show they are Christians? 

Religion:
Christianity

	Year 5 
	Theme: Y5
Prayer and Worship

Key Question:
What is the best way for a Hindu to show commitment to God?

Religion:
Hinduism

Making Links: Compare and contrast with Year 4 Summer 1 Best way for Jews to show commitment to God. 
	Theme: Y5
Christmas 

Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
Is the Christmas story true?

Religion:
Christianity
Making Links: Discuss religion and archaeology – does science and history prove or disprove religious belief?

	Theme: Y5
Hindu beliefs

Key Question:
How can Brahman be everywhere and in everything?

Religion:
Hinduism

Making Links: Explore the Hindu belief in one God with many aspects in contrast to single deity of Islam, the holy trinity in Christianity etc.   
	Theme: Y5
Easter 

Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
How significant is it for Christians to believe God intended Jesus to die?

Religion:
Christianity
	Theme:
Beliefs and moral values

Key Question:
Do beliefs in karma, Samsara and Moksha help Hindus lead good lives?

Religion:
Hinduism


	Theme:
Beliefs and Practices

Key Question:
What is the best way for a Christian to show commitment to God?

Religion:
Christianity 

	
Year 6


	Theme: Y6
Beliefs and Practices

Key Question:
What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God?

Religion:
Islam 



Making Links: 
Y5 Spring 1 - Best way for Hindu ….
Y5 Summer 2 – Best way for Christian ….
Y4 Summer 1 – Best way for a Jew….. to show commitment to God.   
	Theme:
Christmas 
Concept:
Incarnation 
Key Question:
Do Christmas celebrations and traditions help Christians understand who Jesus was and why he was born?
Religion:
Christianity

 Making Links: Incarnation and Hinduism – belief in Avatars  
	Theme:
Beliefs and Meaning
Concept:
Salvation 
Key Question:
Is anything ever eternal?

Religion:
Christianity 




Making Links: Hindu belief in Moksha (ultimate release from cycle of life and death)   
	Theme:
Easter 
Concept:
Gospel 
Key Question:
Is Christianity still a strong religion 2000 years after Jesus was on Earth?

Religion:
Christianity 
	Theme:
Beliefs and moral values

Key Question:
Does belief in Akhirah (life after death) help Muslims lead good lives?
Religion:
Islam 
NB: This enquiry is taught in 2 sections over the term.



Making Links:

	Core Concepts

	God – Fundamental to Christian belief is the existence of God, Father, Son & Hold Spirit.
	Creation – Christians believe the universe & human life are God’s good creation. Humans are made in the image of God. 
	Fall – Humans have a tendency to go their own way rather than keep their place in relation to their creator. The attitude is called sin, & Genesis 3 gives an account of this rebellion, popularly called ‘The Fall’. It describes a catastrophic separation between God and humans, between humans and each other and between humans and the environment.
	People of God – The Old Testament tells the story of God’s plans to reverse the impact of the Fall, to save humanity. It involves choosing people who will model a restored relationship with God, who will attract all other people back to God. The plan appears to end in failure with the people of God exiled, and then returning, awaiting a ‘messiah’ – a rescuer. 
	Incarnation – The New Testament presents Jesus as the answer, the Messiah & Saviour, who will repair the effects of sin & the Fall & offer a way for humans to be at one with God again. Incarnation means that Jesus is God in the flesh, & that, in Jesus, God came to live amongst humans. 
	Gospel – Christians believe Jesus’ incarnation is ‘good news’ for all people (Gospel means good news) His life, teaching& ministry embody what it is like to be one of the People of God, what it means to live in relationship with God. Jesus’ example & teaching emphasise loving one’s neighbour – particularly the weak & vulnerable as part of loving God. 
	Salvation – Jesus’ death & resurrection effect the rescue or salvation of humans. He opens the way back to God. Christians believe that through Jesus, sin is dealt with, forgiveness offered, & the relationship between God & humans is restored. 
	Kingdom of God – This does not mean that non one sins any more. The Bible talks in terms of God’s ‘Kingdom’ having begun in human hearts through Jesus. The idea of the ‘Kingdom of God’ reflects God’s ideal for human life in the world – a vision of life lived in the way God intended for human beings. Christians look forward to a time when God’s rule is fulfilled at some future point, in a restored transformed heaven and earth. They seek to live this attractive life as in God’s Kingdom, following Jesus’ example, inspired & empowered by God’s Spirit. 





Learn Together, Achieve Together
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